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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1,2, 4, 7, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Motai, US-5,850,220. 

4. As per claim 1, Motai teaches a calendar screensaver method for a computer 
device comprising memory and a display (display unit, storage section) (Fig. 1, 5, 13), 
the method comprising the steps of: accessing an updatable schedule from the memory: 
and displaying the updatable schedule on the computer display as a screen saving process 
at least while the computer device is in an inactive mode (col. 1, lines 26-51). 

5. As per claim 2, Motai teaches a calendar screensaver wherein the step of 
accessing comprises accessing a hard drive for the schedule (col. 2, lines 21-24). 

6. As per claim 4, Motai teaches a calendar screensaver method for a computer 
device comprising memory and a display, the method comprising the steps of: accessing 
an original, updatable schedule from the memory: displaying the original, updatable 
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schedule on the computer display as a screensaving process while the computer device is 
in an inactive mode (col. 1, lines 26-51) and if the updatable schedule is accessed while 
the computer device is in the inactive mode, enabling input access to only the original, 
updatable schedule, for additional schedule inputs to create an amended schedule, while 
locking out other computer device functions {modifying while the computer is in a state 
in which the screen saver is operating) (col. 2, lines 35-51). 

7. As per claim 7, Motai teaches the step of displaying a message substantially 
simultaneously with either the original schedule or the amended schedule {variety of 
message options, Happy Birthday, etc) (col. 2, lines 26-45). 

8. As per claims 1 7 and 1 8, they are similar in scope to claim 4 and are thus rejected 
on the same basis. 

9. As per claim 1 9, it is similar in scope to claims 4 and 7 and is thus rejected on the 
same basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 1 . Claim 3 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) over Matoi, US 5850220. 

12. As per claim 3, Motai does not explicitly disclose a calendar Screensaver wherein 
the step of accessing comprises accessing random access memory for the schedule. 
However, Motai teaches a memory from which to access a calender screensaver and data 
(Fig. 1, col. 5, line 1-col. 6, line 15). Official Notice is taken that RAM is well known in 
the art and that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the means to access RAM storage space to for the calendar 
screensaver in order to improve the access speed. 

13. Claims 5-6, 8-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) over Matoi, US 
5850220 in view of Davis et al. (hereinafter Davis), US-5937160. 

14. As per claim 5, Motai does not specifically teach the calender screensaver method 
enabling access comprises selectively enabling access in response to an input password. 
However, Davis teaches a calendar update system (Fig. 12C) which incorporates 
password protection (col. 16, lines 34-54). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Motai with 
Davis's step of incorporating password protection in order to insure that only authorized 
users make updates and changes to the system. 
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15. As per claim 6, Motai does specifically teach a calendar screensaver method 
further including the step of determining conflicts between the amended schedule and the 
original schedule. However, Davis teaches a calendar update system that incorporates 
recording discrepancies (col. 14, lines 53-64). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine Davis's method of noting 
discrepancies/errors in updating a calender with Motai' s calendar screensaver method in 
order to create a system in which conflicting scheduling does not inadvertently occur. 

16. As per claims 8 and 9, Motai does not specifically teach the calendar screensaver 
method further including the step of remotely updating the message by text of an e-mail 
received by the computer device. However, Davis teaches that changes to a page can be 
made via e-mail. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine Davis's step of making updates via e-mail transmission with 
Motai 's teachings in order to created a calendar screensaver method that can be updated 
even if a user is in a remote location (col. 2, lines 55-67). 

17. As per claim 10, Motai teaches a calendar screensaver method for a computer 
device comprising memory and a display (display unit, storage section) (Fig. 1, 5, 13), 
the method comprising the steps of: accessing an updatable schedule from the memory: 
and displaying the updatable schedule on the computer display as a screen saving process 
at least while the computer device is in an inactive mode (col. 1, lines 26-51). Motai does 
not specifically teach the enabling of remote input access to the original, updatable 
schedule for additional schedule inputs to create an amended schedule; and displaying the 
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amended schedule on the computer display as the screensaver process. However, Davis 
teaches the enabling of remote input access to the original, updatable schedule for 
additional schedule inputs to create an amended schedule; and displaying the amended 
schedule on the computer display as the screensaver process (Fig. 12c, col. 2, lines 56- 
67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Davis's step of making updates from a remote location with 
Motai' s teachings in order to created a calendar screensaver method that can be updated 
even if a user is not in close proximity of the computer device (col. 2, lines 55-67). 

18. As per claim 1 1 Motai teaches a calendar screensaver method for a computer 
device comprising memory and a display (display unit, storage section) (Fig. 1 , 5, 13), 
the method comprising the steps of: accessing an updatable schedule from the memory: 
and displaying the updatable schedule on the computer display as a screen saving process 
at least while the computer device is in an inactive mode (col. 1, lines 26-51). 

Motai does not specifically disclose that if the updatable schedule is accessed 
while the computer device is in the inactive mode, determining aco:ss privileges of an 
accessor; in response to the access privileges, enabling input access to only appropriate 
portions of the original, updatable schedule, for additional schedule inputs to create an 
amended schedule, while locking out other computer device functions; determining if a 
conflict exists between the amended schedule and the original schedule; and informing 
the schedule user of the amended schedule. However, Davis teaches that if the updatable 
schedule is accessed while the computer device is in the inactive mode, determining 
aco:ss privileges of an accessor; in response to the access privileges, enabling input 
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access to only appropriate portions of the original, updatable schedule, for additional 
schedule inputs to create an amended schedule, while locking out other computer device 
functions; determining if a conflict exists between the amended schedule and the original 
schedule; and informing the schedule user of the amended schedule (Fig. 12c, col. 2, lines 
56-67, col. 16, lines 34-54). 

19. As per claim 12, Motai does not specifically teach the step of transmitting an 
email comprising the amended schedule. However, Davis teaches the step of transmitting 
an email comprising the amended schedule (col. 2, lines 56-67). 

20. As per claim 13, Motai and Davis do not specifically teach that the step of 
informing comprises transmitting a wireless, text-enabled telephone compatible message 
to the wireless telephone. However, Davis discloses that the transmission of e-mail 
occurs through an Internet connection that includes but is not limited to one through 
traditional phone lines, an ISDN link, a Tl link, a cable connection, an Ethernet or the 
like (col. 6, lines 26-41). Official notice is taken that in cable and Ethernet, wireless 
connections are well known in the art, therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include wireless capabilities in 
Motai' s invention with Ethernet and cable connections in order to allow a user to make 
modifications and submit them in a more convenient manner. 

21 . As per claim 14, Motai and Davis do not disclose the calendar screensaver 
method wherein the step of informing comprises transmitting a pager message to the 
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schedule user. However, Official Notice is taken that transmitting a message via pager is 
well known in the art therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to include the means to transfer information to the 
schedule user through a pager in order to extend the methods of communication and 
allow a user to make modifications and submit them in a more convenient manner. 

22. As per claim 15, Motai does not explicitly teach the displaying of a conflict error 
message if a conflict exists between the amended schedule and the original schedule. 
However, Davis teaches a calendar update system that incorporates recording and 
displaying discrepancies in a log (col. 14, lines 53-64). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine Davis's method of 
noting discrepancies/errors in.updating a calender with Motai' s calendar screensaver 
method in order to create a system in which conflicting scheduling does not inadvertently 
occur. 

23. As per claim 16, Motai teaches the method of a calendar screensaver process 
wherein the calendar screensaver process that comprises the steps of: accessing an 
original, updatable schedule from the memory; displaying the original, updatable 
schedule on the computer display as a screensaving process while the computer device is 
in an inactive mode (col. 1, lines 26-51). 

Motai does not explicitly teach the method of downloading over the Internet, the 
method comprising the steps of: accessing a predetermined World Wide Web site; and; 
and if the updatable schedule is accessed while the computer device is in the inactive 
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mode, enabling input access to only the original, updatable schedule, for additional 
schedule inputs to create an amended schedule, while locking out other computer device 
functions. However, Davis teaches the method of downloading over the Internet, the 
method comprising the steps of: accessing a predetermined World Wide Web site; and; 
and if the updatable schedule is accessed while the computer device is in the inactive 
mode, enabling input access to only the original, updatable schedule, for additional 
schedule inputs to create an amended schedule, while locking out other computer device 
functions (col. 2, lines 40-67, col. 13, lines 31-43, col. 6, lines 26-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Motai with Davis's method of incorporating World 
Wide Web interaction and schedule updating in order to create a system where Web page 
based content changes can occur, over an Internet connection. 

24. As per claim 20, Motai does not explicitly teach the calendar screensaver method 
including the step of remotely updating the original schedule over a network. However, 
Davis teaches the enabling of remote input access to the original, updatable schedule for 
additional schedule inputs to create an amended schedule; and displaying the amended 
schedule on the computer display as the screensaver process (Fig. 12c, col. 2, lines 56- 
67). 
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Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. US-6,678,826- schedule updating system 

b. US-5,680,535- screensaver 

c. US-6,40 1 ,209- password protected screensaver mode 

d. US-6404447- screensaver functionality 

e. US-66 1 438 - calendar display 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sindya Narayanaswamy whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8473. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am to 5 pm, first Fridays off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
S indy a Narayanaswamy TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 

April 14, 2004 



